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1s . of 2 Genius 
of the Prench, Nation, may, 
by the Undiſcerning or Pre- 
fudic d, be liable to the fol- 
lowing Queſtions, ui. Why, 
alt this Time of Day, when 
our — Neig hbours and we are on ſuch 
Meni Terms ſhould..ſuch-a Picture a - 
pear; as is here exhibited.? > Why ſo far 
back as in the Regin of Lewis the XIVth, 
when Things may be ſuppoſed to be lo 
greatly altered for the Better, under the 
Influence of the Royal Firtu ,. the deep 
Penerution,. and conſummate Wiſdom of 
19950 A 2 their 


their preſent n M onarch, coun- 


conſtitute Heroes of their 89255 THT, Co 


ee 


ſelled in the Cabinet by ſo pious a Cardinal, 
and made ſo ä in the Field 


by a | 
Brace of Generals, ſo conſpicuous for Hu- 
manity, and all the other. Qualitier that 


plexion. | 
| To the art it "= re That we | 


| Tranſiator would not have it doubted, but 


that he has as adequate a Notion of the Glory 1 
reflected on Great Britain, by its preſent ® 
Friendſhip with France, as any one can ra- 


tionally have; that he foreſees as clearly as 


any one, the ſgnal Benefits that will be 
tranſmitted by it to lateſt Poſterity ; and is 
duly fenfible of the high Obligation every | 


1 Engliſiman owes 'to the Integrity and Abili- 


ties of all who have contributed to it; and 
therefore cannot but think ſach an impar- 
tial Likenefs, by the Pencil of fo diſintereſt- 


ed a Foreigner, a ſeaſonable Preventive of 


the ugly Repreſentations ſome of the many 
not ſo Frenchify'd as their Betters, may be 
apt to propagate,” at this Juncture, ſo mor- 
Den to all * of our A e Fe- 


* 
To 0 end it is * 


lied, Fog e 


4 any Derogition fr from the auſpicious Reign of 


Lewis 


fons, whom Buſineſs or Curiofity may lead 


; L vid] 

Y Lowis, the ell Beieu d, no *** 
better choſen to gratify the Friends. 
France, by a Picture of that D than 
the ever-memorable Æra of Lewis le Gr nd. | 
; Who that remembers th e princely At | 
chievements of that immort 8. N 

for now we may ſpeak out) o t 
Aire Omnes /! but will ban the — 
and Politeneſs of that Kingdom from that 
Time, and think it the propereſt for ſuch a 
k ＋ lineation as the Publick is here preſented 
4 with? 


of 


If the Style is jected to, as being. in 


| 7 ſome Places, too tumid for the Epiſtolary 
; Manner; and in others, 
Deſcription of the Weather, and Winter, 
at Paris, as a little too exaggerated ; ne 
more need be faid, than that ſuch an Objec- 
+tion can only be made by thoſe who are 


ly in the 


Strangers to the Country, and Climate, of 
# the Author of the Original. Thoſe In- 
ſtances excepted, he may be placed in that 


Claſs of Hiſtorians who ſtand in the faireſt 


Light for the Veracity and ExaQneſs of 
their Obſervations, and who would be uſe- 
ful to fature Travellers, or Enquirers into 
the Men and Manners of foreign Nations, 

Bri- 


If this proves ſo to the now happy 
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Have: been almoſt ten Years at 


» 
* 


Paris, and know not yet tho- 
roughly that City. Don't ima- 
gine, that pleaſurable Diverſions, 
vrhich are infinite in this great Babylm, 
1: Jhinder' me to more acquaint myſelf in that 


Particular; on the contrary, it 1s thoſe very 
Diverſions that have extremely heightned 


* aps 
=_ 


Here in greater Veneration than are, in their 


do- nat Write, or e write at the. 


my Curiolity. to know it better During 
that Part of my Life which is paſt, I have 
had no Occafion for a Phyſician, becauſe 
have never been fick; T ſhould bluſh if, 
having now got beyond the thirtieth Year” 
of my Age, I ſhould have Recourſe to that 
Sort of Philoſo phers. The wiſeſt of all 
Emperors es, ab after that Period,} 
Men ſhauld defire a ſecond, to combat the 
Maladies of the Body. But ſhould I aſſert, 
that I have never had a Vein opened, the 
Surgeons of France would not believe ne 
without ſeeing me naked. 6 


* You who know my Way of Living, 
and my Di can how I lead 
my Life in this Place, I commonly riſe in ! tl 
the Morning, affocn as the Sun appears; tc 
but that great Luminary permits not itſelf 


to be ſeen often; which makes it to be held 
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Dominions, the Emperors of China, it be- Ei 
ing for one half of the Year, as it were, in- 
viſible-- I am always wak'd early; the] tl 
Crowing of the 4 et my Eyes, and fr. 
the Noiſe of Men and Horſes compleat che af 


ek arſaking my Slumbers. 
Y principal Pleaſure is.to read, wheo 1 


+ : 'E * #* F — . 4 * - EY 9 
15 'F 211 1 - 9 
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* The Author's Manner of living at Paris. 


[9 1 
"of ſame Time. Having ended my Morning 
Study, which is the Exerciſe of the Mind, 
I begin the Exerciſe of the Body, and that 
Z chiefly in Walking. When the Weather is 
fair, I get into beautiful and long Avenues, 
under the Shade of the Trees that compoſe 
them; we call that, 0 ferch a Walk, an 
= Amuſement of ſuch an Averſion to the 
Turks, and that ſeems fo ridiculous to the 
4 Afaticks ; fo that I go ſeveral Miles every 
=D: ay, without Travelling. For that Pur- 
poſe, the King, in Favour to the Idle, or- 
7 ders a Garden to be kept up, the fineſt in 
Europe. I go to Bed as late as I can in 
the Evening, I examine myſelf on all the 
d Tranſactions of the preceding Day; after 
that, I pray to God to ſhut my Eyes, an 
to open them 1 85 in the Morning. 


a % My Defires are always the iv. of 

Food, and Raiment, and a Bed for my Re- 
poſe. I let not my Appetite crave any Vi- 
ands that one more delicate, or more rich 
than I am, is poſſeſſed of. In withdrawi g 
from the Palaces of the Great, I am not 
aſham'd to enter into my own little Retreat. 
Dreſs enrich'd with Gold and Silver, would 
not cover my Body better than a' Suit f 
117 plain Broad-Cloth. If I find myſelf under 
he? the Want of any Thing, I look for it in 
ne Seneca; Will you be rich? Defire no- 

J B 1 „ 


20 


Fleaſu res. 


F. oreigners are very welcome in this Coun- 

provided they want nothing. They 
have no Call to any Thing, but to take 
their Pleaſure; and ſome of them to ſweep 
the Chimneys, which is the Prerogative of 


Streets blacker than Etbiopiaus, and more 
young than a Synagogue. 


| 40 to the reſt, I act the wif Man, va 
ſometimes the Fool, which is no Gnall Se- 
cret toward being wall with all the World. 
I have writ, and even printed, and have 
obtained Approbation from the King to the 
_ The * had given me a 1 
ion 


thing. I abſtain from every Thing that | 

; is dear in the Purchaſe, and which one can- 
not buy without repenting of it. By that 
Moderation, I - ſtarve Senſuality ; and if 
ſometimes the Fleſh rebels, the Avarice of 
the Fair Sex ſerves as a Remedy for its Re- 
volt. I chuſe rather to make Love to a S2- 
ſanna, than to a Dalilab; and would not 
willingly part with my Hair, if I have not 
the Cutting it off to myſelf. As it is more dif- 
ficult to be a Zenocrates, than to appear to 
be ſo, we ſhall always be Men, while there 
are Women; and the beſt Way i is, to ſubject 
our Pleaſures to us, and not ourſelves to our 
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fon, and the War has taken it from me. 
The great Men honour me with Words; 
and the Men of Letters, with Incenſe and 
Smoke. The Women have preſſed me to 
2 write new Books; but I cannot command 
one Word in their Favour, unleſs it has been 
in my amorous Fits; at ſuch Times, my 
Muſe, rude in Song, has produc'd Verſes 
tenderer than thoſe of Guarini. 


a As, in this Nation, all Octilinns 2 
1 Expence, and not a little, if we have not 
XZ two Guardian Angels, one for the Body, 
and another for the Purſe, our own Vo- 
luptuouſneſs, and the Avarice of others, 
flirſt ſtrip us to the Skin, and then ſend us 
to the Hoſpital. If I fail in the Furniture 
of my Pocket, I find myſelf poſſeſs d of a 
„ & Treaſure 1 had not before, — I become a 
4 PFlatterer. Here every Thing muſt be com- 
- mended, and bad Things more than the 
good; nay, one is forc'd to applaud even 
Vice itſelf, to live in Peace with the young 
People. Notwithſtanding I have declar'd 
War only againſt Hypocriſy, not enduring 

the Wickedneſs of diſſembling with God 
and Men, to honour the Devil, I have 

learn'd to be a Doctor in Compliments, and 


" * efpecially in aſting Pardon; that Sort of 
7 Ceremony has as little Meaning in France, 
as 5 Sighs are common in Spain. Friendſhips, 
= B 2 * 


_ > | 

e Offers of Service, are here like 
the wild Notes of Nightingales, Vox, vox, LI 
pretereaque Nibil. No Compliment is made, 
or Civility done, but Pardon is always = 
aſk'd; after that, you may believe that the J 
Injuries are readily forgiven; ; and if any one 
r ae to have been ſo offended, he 
wou'd not be a right Frenchman, To this th 
I ſhall only. add, that-I am fincerely (and 4 
not Alamode de Paris) 1 


our Friend, Ge. 


_” TER I. 


| S for Paris, I am at a Loſs where 
; to begin, to paint to you a City, 
whoſe Inhabitants live on the very Bridges B 
of the River, and at the Tops of their 
Houſes; and where the Women, who fan- 
cy themſelves the only Mothers of a brave 
People, command over the Men. This t! 
great City is the Seat of Tumult; and fince 7 
you defire ſome Deſcription of it, I ſhall 3 
firſt remark the perpetual Noiſe that reigns 1 
there N ight and Day. 


{ tc 
When Ners' 8 Tutor writ his 1 on the 


7 U ty of Taff, I doubt not but he 
had | 


—_— 


[2g] 
ike | Sad in his Eye the Hackney- Coaches of * 
ox, Time, in N Repoſe to the eternal 
de, Pin they occaſion d at Rome. There is 
ays Here an infinite Number of them, ragged 
the znd dirty, and made to kill all thoſe who 
ne ÞÞſe them. The Horſes that draw them 
he feed as they are drove along; like thoſe 
his Xhat carry'd Seneca to his Villa, more Ske- 
nd ſetons than Beaſts of Labour. The Coach- 
| = en are ſo brutal, have ſuch grating and 
Wikio: Voices, and the Clanks of their 
Whips ſo horribly increaſe the Uproar, that 
4 tou wou'd think all the Furies were let 
| I Poſe, to make of Paris a real Hell. * 
Fillainous Vehicle is pay'd by the Hour ; 

| Cuſtom invented to ſhorten the Days, it a 

Time when Life itſelf is ſo ſhort, 


y, | * Moreover, the Multitude | of great 
es Bells, ſuſpended at the Tops of numberleſs 
eir Feng rends the firſt Region of the Air 
n- with their doleful Sounds, to call the 
Living to Prayers, and to procure Reſt for 
9 ee Dead. Thus the Ears pay dear for 
che harmleſs Pleaſures the other Members 
Jo the Body partake i in. 


If formerly an Emperor had Folly enough 
to compute the Extent of Rome, by weigh- 


P þ yp 
1 # Noiſe of the Bells. 0 
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TEL... 
ing all the Cobwebs, which he order'd to 
be gather'd together throughout the Cir- 


cuit of that great City, the Extent of | 


Paris may with much more Reaſon be | 


meaſur'd by the immenſe Liſt of Footmen, 
Law-Suiters, and Pick-pockets to be met 
with there; thoſe altogether, compoſe one 
third of this numerous People. 


+ Add to this, the Howlings and Cries, 
of all thoſe who 'peſter the Streets in fel 
ling Greens, Milk, Fiſh, Water and a 
Thouſand other N eckſſarieb; ; and I am 

Ae there is no Man living, born 

Deaf, who wou'd be ſo much his own 
Enemy, as to conſent to receive his Hear- 
ing at the Price of being ſtunn'd by that 
Diabolical Clamour. | 


| The Privation of Sight i is here mighty 
civilly treated. I never have ſeen ſo great 
a Number of the Blind; they ftrole through 
all the Town without a Guide, and paſs 
ſeveral of them together, amidſt an infinity 
of Carts, Coaches and Horſes, with as 
much Security as if they had Eyes in their 
Feet. They live all together in a ſpacious 
Manſion, call'd L' Hip:tal des Quinzvingts ; 


or, The Ho oſpital for three Hundred, where 


4 they 


+ The Cries of Paris | The blind People. 


vm #5 Kos ce 
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F 
they are fed by the Alms of the People, in 
Memory of three hundred French Gentle- 


men, who, in Times paſt, had their Eyes 
dug out by an Order of a Sultan of Egypt. 
They marry, beget Children, and enjoy 
themſelves merrily. Above all, they forget 


not to torment the Devote in the Churches, 
of whom they beg Charity with a Copper 


Diſh in one Hand, and a long Staff in the 


other, and in as loud a Voice, as if Chriſtians 


were the ſame Statues the Cynic of Athens 
formerly apply'd to for Help to learn Pa- 


tience. 


* The Houſes ſeem to be built by Phi- 
loſophers, rather than by Architects, fo 
homely are they on the Outſide; but are 
pretty well ornamented within. Vet no- 
thing rare is ſeen in them, except their 


Tapeſtries, with which, inſtead of wain- 
ſcotting, they cover their Walls; the Em- 


belliſhment of Sculpture not being in Uſe in 


France. 


The Great are diſtinguiſh'd by not de- 
ſcending to do one good Thing for others; 
and by a great Number of Beaſts, and Ani- 
mals on two Legs, always in their Train 


when they are ſeen in their Coaches, the. 


- Horſes 
* 'The Houſes. 
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16 ; 
Horte and Coach take Place of the Foot- 
men, but theſe mount behind in Troops, 


decent a Poſture, as if they were entering in 
. T riamph in into the City of Pentapolis. 


| + It is-no Exaggeratian, to ſay that Paris 


is one continued Inn, ſo many Vi&ling- 3 


Houſes, and Hoſts ! So many Taverns, and 


Vintners ! The Kitchens are always ſmoak- *' 


ing, becauſe the People are always eating; 
to breakfaſt, and to eat all Day long, is 
the ſame Thing in France. The French 

chuſe not the Spices of the Eaſt; not that 
they miſlike thoſe coſtly Seaſonings, but be- 
cauſe, as they are the Delight of the 1ta- 


Hians, and Spaniards, they will not imitate | 
other Nations, even in Things that are 


good. They are not Niggards ; their Tables 
are always plenüful; they drink little at a 
Time, but often; and never call for a Glaſs, 


but they deſire their Gueſts to do the ſame. 


* The Common People get Drunk only 


on Holy-days, on which they do nothing N 


elſe, but on Work-Days labour diligently, 

There is not a People in the World more 
induſtrious, but who ſave leſs, becauſe 
they 


+ Inns, or Taverns, * The People. 


| upright on their Feet, like the Coloſſus of 
Rhodes, and embrace one another in ſo in- 


Is f 13 f 3 

11 1 #4 ] | 
they beſtow all on their Bellies and Backs. 
Nevertheleſs, they always ſeem contented 
with their Condition, and lay this down as. a 


” Mazur, Vive bodie cras incertum. 


Lasbey 25 8 in ſuch Exceſs, ls who- 


ever would enrich three hundred deſerted 
Cities, it would be ſufficient to demoliſh 


Paris. One is dazled with an Infinity of 


Shops, where nothing is ſold that is uſeful ; 
judge of the Number of others, where only 
Things neceſſary are to be had. When 
Leiſure permits, I ſhall give you a more par- 
ticular” Account. In the Interim, come 
what will, Tam 


Entirely Yours, Ce. 
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H E River; alles this Sein, 1 
through the Midſt of the City; it 


paid for, be they clear or —_— 
c Things 


— 
. 


| * Luxury. | 


brings to it every Thing requiſite for the 
Suſtenance of a Million of People; its Wa- 
ters are placid and ſalutary; Men and Bęaſts 
drink of them; but they muſt always be 
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"i Thing neceſſiry for Lite are met 0 


18 


in Abundance, and in all Parts of the City. 
Themiftocles would have found in every 
Street of Paris the three Towns allotted 


him by the King of Per/ia,. one for bis 


Table, and the two others for his Wine and 
Wardrobe. There is an unlimited Choice, 
and every where, either for Neceſſity, or 
Pleaſure, Pleaſure being as much ſought af- 
ter as Matters of N eceſſity; ſuch a Domi 
nion over Men have T Wa vain and uſeleſs. 


In dry, as well as wet Weather, one 
muſt often walk through the Dirt, as all the | 
Filth is thrown into the Streets, the Vigi- 


lance of the Magiſtrate ſuffices not to have 


them kept clean; notwithſtanding, the Ladies 
ſaunter through them like Mules. In for- 


mer Times, Men could not go on Foot in 
Paris, without Boots, which made a S-. 
niard alk, ſeeing them in that Plight, if all W 5 


* Town were king Poſt. . 


Tier are 7 Bridges. on the River, 
ſome of them of Wood, and others of 
Stone; on ſome of them are built many 
fair Houſes, and ſeveral Shops well ſtor d 
with valuable Ware; but Pont- neuf, or the 
new Bridge, appears more worthy of the City, 
than of the River. It is ſupported by twelve 


great Arches of maſſy Stone. It is large 
and 


= E 

and ſtately; and it is there chiefly that 
Coaches, ' Horſes, Carts, and People, are 
Day and Night in continual Motion, In 
the Middle of it is an Equeſtrian Statue of 
Henry the Great, elevated on a magnificent 
= Pedeſtal; Majeftick, and worthy ſo great a 
= King. It looks as if the Braſs, lifeleſs as 
| it is, ſtill breath'd the martial Ardour of 
that warlike Prince; fo to the Life has the 
Artiſt repreſented him. 


The Women are the handſomeſt and 


| homelieſt Ornament of the City, becauſe 


the Beautiful among them are few, yet ſur- 
paſs in Agreeableneſs all the Women in the 
World, which gives them the Pre-emi- 
nence over our Sex. They cafily perſuade, 
gain all, and loſe nothing. They have the 


Privilege to command their Hollins and 


to obey no Body. The Liberty of this Sex 
is here more unbounded, than that of the 
Arabs in their Strollings, who never lye at 
Night where they roſe in the Morning. 
They are equally acute, and eloquent. 
They ſet themſelves to publick View in the 
Bufineſs of their Shops, and Places of Traf- 
fick, are not inferior to the Men in the Art 
of Counting, or Cozenage, and of ſelling 
dear even the Things that lye upon their 
Hands, The Ladies love little Dogs moſt 
paſſionately, and careſs them as tenderly as 
if they were of the Race that followed 
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hip give no Quarter; and when the Logick 
of Love enters into their Heads, : ts. 1s 
not a Zenocrates ſo obſtinate, that would 
not let himfelf be perſuaded... Some ac- 
company the Poets to Parnaſſus; 3 and as 
an Ignorance even in uſeleſs Acquirements 
is held among them a Diſqualification, al- 
moſt all the Women pride themſelves in 
having had Tutors to inſtruct them, and in 

| coming Adepts out of ſome of thoſe female 
Academies ; ſo, ſome write, and bring 
forth Bo ks; the wiſer Sort only bring 
forth Children; the godlieſt adminiſter to 
the Sick, the moſt abſtemious eat as often in 
a Day as the Mijſſulmen ſay their Prayers; it 
being the Cuſtom of their Country to a 
lute the rifing Sun with a Cruſt of Bread in 
their Hands, They all dreſs becomingly, 
are to be ſeen at all Times, love the Con- 
verſation of the Gay, range over all the 
Town when they think fit; and their Door 
is ever open to thoſe who have once been 
within it. They hate no Body, if it be not 
When they are banter'd on the Points that 
Lamia gave King Demetrius to underſtand 
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were an Affront to the Sex; that is to tay, 1 

When a Man brags of what he does not, 

and when he keeps not his Word with 

them, They often mo the Mode of 
their 
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their Dreſs, as they not unſeldom vu 
their Complexions, ibi vii ve 


Some there ate, "ho * they go from 
home forget to ſhut their Doors, with Con- 
tempt of the Thieves, becauſe they carry 
about them all they have to loſe, Thoſe of 
Rank draw behind them a long Train of 
Gold, or Silk, with which they ſweep the 
Churches, and the Gardens. They have 
all the Privilege of wearing Maſks on all 
Occaſions, to conceal, or diſcover them- 
ſelves, as they pleaſe; and under one of 
black Velvet, they ſometimes enter into the 
Churches, as to a Ball, or a Play-houſe, un- 
known to their Huſbands, and as if un- 
known to God. The Handſome command 
over the Men as if they were Queens ; over 
their Huſbands, as if they were Men ; and 
over their Lovers, as if thoſe were their 
Slaves, They know not what it is to nurſe 

Z their Children, to live retir'd in their Fami- 
x lies, or to weave Penelope's Web, and laugh 

at Hercules Spindle; and by enjoying this 

Liberty, they boaſt of bringing into the - 
World Captains, and Scholars, with whom 
| this Country indeed abounds; here being 
more Soldiers and Profeſſors of Letters, than 
are of the Superſtitions, and of Aſtrologers 
in India, and ”_—_ 
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rey readily EY and readily Shih of 
t; but neither love long, nor enough. 
Fro which heretofore were for Life, 
are at preſent only for a Time ; thence, vo- 


luntary Divorce frequently happens in Fa- 
milies of the greateſt Diſcretion ; after 


which, the Huſband lives quietly in the 


Country, and the Wife enjoys herſelf at 
Paris. | 


| Sill ſy is ſcarcely ever to be met with ; 

rarely a Man, who much troubles himſelf 
about the Backſlidings of his Wife; and 
very rarely a Woman, who ſacrifices to Di- 
ang. A Kiſs, which in Turkey, in ah, 


and in Spain, is the Prelude to Adultery, is 


here but a mere Civility; and if that cour- 
teous Peran, who made ſo many myſte- 


rious Journies to kiſs but three Times the 


amiable Cyrus, had been a Pariſian, he would 
not have made any great Account of the 
Pleaſure he had. They never viſit but the 
Kiſs is exchang'd ; but it is like a Piece of 


Money that is current at the Value ſtamp'd 


upon it; and as that Lip-Commerce is a 
Merchandize that coſts nothing, that goes 
for nothing, and that every where abounds, 
none are ſparing in parting with it, and few 
covetous to participate of it. 


Le- 


* @ 1 


7 be Levity i: is Ft fifth . of the 
French. They are Lovers of Novelty; and 


do all they can not to keep a Friend long. 


They ſuit themſelves to all Occaſions; they 


invent, every Day, new Faſhions, for their 
Dreſs, and, weary of living in their own. 


Country, ſometimes. take a Flight into A. 


fia, ſometimes into Africa, a few. into 


Spain, many to Italy, and a Multitude of 
different Nations, merely to change Place, 
and to divert themſelves. Thoſe who can- 
not travel, do with their Houſes as they do 
with their Garments ; they often ſhift their 


Dwelling for Fear, ſay they, * growing 


old in the ſame Situation, 


25 The Taylors have more W to in- 


vent, than to make up; and when a Suit 
laſts longer than the Life of a Flower, it is 


reckoned on the Decay. From thence 


ſprings the Generation of + Brokers, a raſcal- 
ly Crew, and lineally deſcended from Old 
Iſrael. Their Profeſſion is to buy and ſell 
old Rags, and. caſt-off Cloaths ; and they 
live ſumptuouſly, by ſtripping ſome, and 
vamping others. A Conveniency commo- 


dious enough in a City ſo peopled; where 


ſuch as would not be ſeen a great While in 
the ſame Habit, may change it at a mode- 
S | | rate 


” The Levity of the French, + The Brokers. 
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rate Leſs ; and thoſe who have none, be 
furniſh'd With one at a ſmall Expence. In 
fine, that which is the moſt incredible; is, 
that if a hundred thouſand Clients ſhould 
come, in one Day, out of the Clutches of 
their Attorneys, ſtripp'd to the Skin, there 
is to be ſold in this City Shirts and Cloaths 
enough to cover their Nakedneſs, But tho 
Fam in'this Region of er be, al. 
fred! it ſhall x never affe . 


8 bu 
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LETTER IV. 


HE French Idiom is a notable 
Mixture of the Latin, Italian, 


oat Spaniſh. It is agreeable only to ſuch as 
| comprehend. it well, They eat Half of 


their Words. They write not as they ſpeak, 


and have a Pleaſure in ſpeaking ſo as not to 


be underſtood, ſo rapid and quick is their 
Pronounciation; tho', at —— their 


n is refin' d, and thoug t to 1 
a 


As his care not to converſe on pm 


pi nary they always talk of Things to 
come, ſeldom of what is paſt, and never of 


| An- 
* The Language. 
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Ade They think it abſurd in the 
Spaniards to unearth diſtant Ages; and they 


f 25 J 


deſire only new Boaks, young Horles, "= 
b riends An found out. 


* A right Frenebman is known by four 
Things; when the Clock ſtrikes, when he 
aſks a Queſtion, when be makes a Promiſe, 
and when he talks of his Amours : Aſſoon 


us the Clock begins to ſound, he aſks what 


the Hour is; he would have his Friend an- 
ſwer before the Queſtion is propos d; he 
does only that which he promiſes not; and 
for his Amours, he has more Plesſure in 
publiſhing his Miſtreſs's Eayonrs, na in 


es" them, 


It Change of Weather Gude 3 French 
to cloath themſelves in Woellen i in a Morn- 
ing, and in Silk in the Afternoon, the Le- 
vity of their Minds prompts them no leſs to 
change their Manner of e and the 
F aſbion of their Dreſs, _ 


Luxury would be rather a Benefit than . 
Vice, if it were only the Rich that liv'd 
{plendidly ; but Envy, and Imitation, pro- 
pagate that Contagion among others to 
whom it proves ruinons. It would there» 
fore ſeem, that Paris approaches faſt to its 


End, if what an Ancient ſays be true, that 


D un- 
* How a Frenchman i is known. 
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Wnibounded OR. - is an evident Si gu 'of 4 

dying City. But as, at preſent, the Foot- 

„ men and Coachmen wear Scarlet and Plumes, 

3 and Gold and Silver are become ſo common, 

as to be ſeen on the Backs of thoſe, it is 

likely ſo deſtructive a Profuſion will ceaſe, 

. being nothing that ſets the Richneſs of 

Dreſs into fo contemptible a Light to the 

Great, as to ſee it deſcend to the Little. The 

King alone 1s obey' d; and there is none of 

the firſt Eminence but muſt keep Meaſures 
with the ee When you have render'd 

the Maſter his with the Remainder you 

5 may live like a Greek: No one is oblig'd 
to un- hat in the Streets, be it to whom it 

will, except to the Boft, when it is carried 

to the Sick. The Dreggs of the People 

have the ſame Privilege. They give not 

the Way to any one, admit not of the 

leaſt Affront, and make themſelves more 

troubleſome than their Betters; being quite 
Strangers to the Humility of Republicks, 

Where many Maſters Lord it over an Infini- 


f * of Slaves. 


4 There arte n © People more imperious, and 

more inſolent. They profeſs the Character 
of doing nothing at Night of what they 
promiſed in the Morning. They ſay, that 
they are the only Perſons in the World who 
have the Prerogative to break their Word 
without a Breach of Honeſty ; and this, 


is 


* 


becauſe 1 imagine they ſolely, of all Mag- 
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Kind, know how to erh true Liberty. 


* Building muſt be very dear. A little 
Chamber lets for more than ten Houſes in 


Muſcouy. Mine, where Plato would not 


have flept, nor Diogenes have found. any 
Thing ſuperfluous, coſts me as much as ten 
Cynicks would have clubb'd for; yet all its 
Furniture conſiſts in an indifferent Tapeſtry 
that covers four narrow Walls, a Bed, a 
Table, a few Chairs, a Looking-g laſs, and 


the King's 8 Picture. 


+ Bad Things are dearer than the Good. 
Figs, tho very bad, ſell for more than Me- 
lons do in Spain, Certainly Eve would 
not have diſobey'd God in Paradiſe if. the 
forbidden Fruit had been one of thoſe Figs. 
But in Place of * the Pears are excel- 


lent. 


Oranges, and Lemons, may ich put in 
the firſt Claſs of dear Things, — they 
come from 1taly, and Portugal ; and they 
are more eſteem'd than other Fruits. Such 
is the Nature of Man, that looks on no- 
ang to be good but what is dear. 


1 
* 2 


4 Wine is of a 2 price without 


the. Gates of the City; but when it is 


DZ 5: brought 
F Letting Lodgings. + Their Fruit. f The Wines. 


"8; wy 


we * 


brought within them, it is turn'd a into 
potabls Gbid; a ſmall Quantity coſts more 
than a Caſk of it in the Country. The Opu- 
lent, Who drink it at the Tavern- meaſüre, 
find this Liquor dearer than others. There 
are ſo many Vintners that they wou'd  peo- 
ple a great City. They may almoſt all be 
called Saints, for the Virtue they have to 
meltiply their Store, by changing Water 
into Wine; that is to ſay, in making Bac- 
rhas an Adulterer. Adlieu. Believe me 
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yours in the beſt Degree of Friendſhip. _ 
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F you ever come to Paris, beware of 


I bEtting a Foot into the Shops, where 


__ the uſeleſs Things are fold, At your En- 


trance, the Shop-keeper, in a Flow of 
Words, gives you a Deſcription of all he 


mas to fell, and flatters and allures you in- 
ſenſibly, and with many low Cringes, to lay 
vut your Money in ſomething; prating ſo 
unmercifully that you are tir'd, and ſtunn d. 
He begins with laying before you what is 
not aſk d for, not producing till afterwards, 
what is; and then he talks, and acts his 
Part ſo well, that you are drawn in to lay 
out every Penny you have, in Trumpery he 
puts on you for greatly more than it is 


'® Tradeſmen. 
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worth; and fo it is, that they make chem 
ſelves amends ſor their Pets Courteſy, 
and the continual Pains they take to difplay 
needleſſly, and a hundred Times a-Day their 
Wates to the Curious,” who would ee. all, 
and buy nothing; '— Tf Things bnvuſeful 
enhance bur Mey: as much as the uſeful, 
the Roman Cenſor fad right, — What is pur 

chas'd for a RX 1 * 0 when it fs 


- To Day it wind in PAS Mibratag) at | 


all of a ſudden, aroſe a Storm with Rain 
again that laſted two Houts; at length, this 
Air clear d up, and then the Sun re-appear'd, 
which brought on a very agreeable Evening. 
Such is the Climate of Paris. A hot Night 
after a cold Morning, the Elements in a 
rpetual Motion, the Seaſons almoſt always 
regular, the Firmament never in Repoſe, 
and its Influences ever unequal. There is 
no Duration but in the bad Things, eſpe- 
cially in their Winter, which laſts eight 
Months with all the Severities of that Time 
of the Year, and which ſucceed to one 
another, Rain, Snow, Hail, Froſt, Hoar- 
froſt, and a clouded Sky that hides the Sun 
for Months together. It is therefore no 
great Wonder that the French, according to 


che Intem perature of their Air, ſhou'd be ſo 


extreme 
+ Vatiety of the Weather, 


E P 30] 
extremely. various; and that the Ladies, at 


'] one and the ſame Time, carry gs in one 


dan and a Fan i in the Heber. c N: 


* In Lent the 8 flock to Church, 
in the Morning, with great Devotion; and, 
in the Evening, to the Play-Houſe, with 
the ſame Eagerneſs. There are ſeveral 
Theatres that are always open, to entertain 
thoſe who love ſuch Shows; at one is the 


bs | Opera, and at the others, Combdies and Tra- 


gedies. Each Company ſtrives to enhance 
the Spe pectators; but the Crowd is at that 
OY they laugh moſt ;. for that Reaſon it 
is, that the 1ralian. Comedians profit. more 


than the French, by the popular Simplicity. 


| . 1 By Gameſters and F oot- 

men, are among the ſingular Ornaments of 
Paris. The Firſt teach us not to go to 
Law, leaſt they ſhould ſwallow up all we 
have by their ee The Second make 
us live „ ee that we may not fall 
into their Hands, and be murder'd by their 
Medicines. The Gameſters excite our Vi- 
gilance to keep our Money. And the Foot- 
men have found the Secret to make us taſte 
the Pleaſure of ſerving ourſelves, that we 
may not, as the Scripture ſays, have Enemies 
in our Houſes. They ſay among themſelves, 


that the German Servants are the Compa- 
nions 


* 
„ i 


The Theatres, | 


e 

nons of their Patrons, that the Englih Ser- 

vants are Slaves, the Italian refpeAifal, the 

| Spaniſh ſubmiſſiue; but that they, the Valets 
of France, are the only ones who command 
: their Maſters. - Their Inſolence indeed is 
extreme; and the King has prohibited them, 
| under ſevere Puniſhment,” from carrying 
1 Sticks in their Hands; with which they every 
R Day committed ne Piſorders; and the 
more, as there are above a hundred Thou- 
ſand of them, ; 1 wack * Sorts of f Mi- 
N 400 f 0 a "2033 7; MON 

* The place Mars: the Hg af: 

{:mbles; makes a City in the Midſt of the 
City itſelf; this Place is only frequented by 
thoſe who. defend their own” Property, or 
uſurp that of others. Diogenes, with his 
Lanthorn, would not find dende wo n 
or one Man contented.” 


ru I b 4 
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ooh Attorneys, has: are in — in all 
the Towns in France, are here by Thou 
ſands. They are a choice Species of Men, 
to bring down thoſe who are fat, and to 
hinder the Lean from growing fatter. It 
would ſeem that Princes ſuffer them not but 
to the End of keeping up a Civil War among 
their Subjects, believing, if they were not 
occupied all their Lives in wrangling for 

COOK 20 e . . Com - their 


Courts of Judicature. + Attorneys. 
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their own Right, and in {ded IS of 
ethers, the Royal Authority would: be in 
—_— by their — and Cammintions. 


| & When 1. de into the: rent Hall, 8 7 2 | 
a vaſt; Number of People in a mighty Heat, 
of: whom one half torments the other, by 
ohſtinate Conteſtations that have laſted: for 
Tears, and been 4p er by the diabolical 
Artifices of the Lawyers. Their Robe is 
long and black, to ſhew how fatal it is to 
every one; they wear on their Heads four 
corner'd Caps, like Prieſts; and in that 

uipage lead their Clients, as ſo many 
Men tothe Altar of dine FOE 


-\ bois 1 is the Tongue, the "ny 
as a Hurſe, with the two firſt, they de- 
fend, and ruin their Clients, and wer the 
Purſe they plunder them. They make not 
an End of the Proceſſes, till the Parties have 
no more Money to continue them; and when 
they are determin'd, there remains nothing 
to che laſt; but a Heap of waſte · paper Fit 
with a Sort of magical Terms. It is in this 
Field of Battle, where Father and Son, 
Huſband and - Wife, Maſter and Servant, 
wage War againſt one another by Dint of 
the Pen, with Menaces, 1 and Ca- 
lumnies; and where are ſeen real Violences, 
Truſts difown'd, Thefts of Guardians, and 
the Tears of Widows and e 
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When, 
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When, at the End of a great many Years, 
the Plaintiff recovers, his Victory reduces. 
him to Beggary. — This Buſineſs of going 
to Law, has ſomething humorous in it. Two 
Adverſaries ſolicit Day and Night, the ſame 
5 Judge Ole of them to be left with his 
Shirt, and the other to go naked; for Ex- 
perience ſnews but too much, that he who 
gets the Day, has ſcarce Cloaths left to put 
on; and he who loſes it, not where withal 
to cover his Nakedneſs. 


* The Books in a great Counſellor's Li- 
brary are like Fiſh in the Sea, of which one 
Part deſtroys the other. A Million of the 
Dead are ranged in Battle-Array, one againſt 
another, to maintain Diſcord in all the Fa- 

milies of the Living, ſo far are the Opinions 
of theſe Doctoral Interpreters of the Laws, 
oppoſite, doubtful, and variable. It is thus, 
that the Laws of Juſſinian, and all other 
Princes, are corrupted, violated, or con- 
founded by theſe ignorant or wicked Ex- 
nders. Who either comprehend not the 
Meaning of them, or make a Trade of find- 
ing in them a Senſe unknown to any but 
themſelves, little troubling their Heads, or 
Hearts, how their ſubtil Interpretations be- 
come the Source of an Infinity of miſchievous 
| 22" i 10 Diſ- 


ha -Counſellors a 
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Diſputes. — The Spaniſb Proverb ſeems to 


me to be perfectly juſt, ho begins a Law- 


Suit plants a Palm-Tree, a Tree that never 


yields its Fruit to him who plants it. The 


Mabometans are much happier ; their Baſti- 
nado finiſhes more Cauſes in two Days, than 


all the Lawyers in ſo many Years. The 


Romans were not agreed among themſelves 


on the Faſhion of their Tribunals; Cato 


wou'd have had the Floor all ſtuck with 
ſharp Points, to tear the Feet of the Wrang- 


lers; and Marcellus, on the contrary, that 


it ſhou'd be render'd commodious, and well 
cover'd from the Inclemency of the Wea- 
ther, to the End that every one might be 
led thither to multiply their Suits. 


The Phyſicians cure, and kill the Sick 
here, as in all other Parts of the World. 
When they approach the ſick Perſon, in- 
ſtead of knowing his Malady, they aſk 


him what it is. There is no Remedy more 


ſure to preſerve a long and happy Life, than 
to keep out of their Hands. A Latin Poet, 
ſpeaking of a young Roman, who went to 
Bed in good Health, ſays, He dyed ſuddenly 
in the Night, and that, becauſe a Phyſician 
appear'd to him in a Dream, What I think 
to be moſt unjuſt, is, that the Doctor who 
| kills is equally pay d with him who cures; 

| and 


od Phyſicians, 


7 
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and that there is no ſtated Judge to puniſh 5 
the We Fer 


The moſt! "ONE, Practice, is that 
of certain Thieves they call Pick. Pockets ; 
their Trade is ſubtiler than Glauber's; if 
he has ſhewn to turn Lead into Gold, theſe 
make Gold out of nothing. They ſteal ſo 


_ cleverly, that, if it were not a Shame to let 
Oneſelf be robb d, it wou'd be a kind of 


Pleaſure to be ſo, by Fellows ſo artful and 
acute. Hercules wou'd never have known 
who purloin'd his Cattle, if Cacus had been 


a Thief of Paris. In Truth, who ventures 


out by Night, is in Danger of becoming as 


naked as our firſt Parents; and who ſleeps 


in the Day, gives often the Lye to Ariſtotle, 


| who ſays there is no Void in Nature; for 
_ thoſe who watch not ſufficiently, find no- 


thing in their Coffers, or in their Houſes. 
Theſe Raſcals are always puniſh'd ; but it 
is when they are catch'd, and do not their 


Buſineſs like Workmen. 


The Animal Species are more harmleſs 


than in any other Region of the World ; 


there are no Serpents, and but few Kinds 
a venemous Beaſts, — What is wonderful, 
, to ſee that the Horſes, which are the 

E 2 moſt 


* Pick-Pockets, 
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moſt ſtately Creatures, loſe in this Place, 
their Spirit, and grow gentler than the Aſſes 
of Arcadia. The French force them to do 
what they will, they come little ſhort of 


making them fall on their Knees, as the 
Turks do the Camels of their Caravans. 


They whip them, they beat them; and 
when they know-not how to torment them 
longer, they reduce them to the villamous 


Figure of an Ape, by cutting off their 


Tails, and Ears; thence the Proverb, that 


| ;" Mi is the Paradiſe of Women, the Pur- 
gg of Men, and the Ga: 4 Horſes. 


* As for Religi ion, no Peaple ſeemingly 

more devout, Prieſts more: grave, a Clergy 
more orderly, and the Recluſe of better 
Example. The Commonalty frequent the 


Churches with an Appearance of Piety; 


the Men of Buſineſs, to aſk of God Proſpe- 
rity in their Affairs; it is the Great only 
who come there to divert themſelves, to 


talk, and to make Love; now and then, 


you ſhall ſee ſome enter with their Boots 


on, very contrary to the Reſpect the Muſ- 
ſelmen 'ſhew on ſuch Occaſions, who, be- 


fore they go into their n leave their 


Shoes at the Door. 


* Tho- they live here to a great Ape, 
yet 


Devotion. io Attire. 


(ww ]. 
yet you ſeldom ſee an old Man; they wear 
no Beards, nor their own Hair, and cover, 
with great Care, the Ravage of Vears with 
the Hair of other People, which gives 
them perpetual Youth. Since Perriwigs 
have been in Uſe, the Heads of the Fair- 
Sex, whether Dead or alive, bear a great 
Value, it being the Cuſtom that the Sepul- 
cher of the Women, ſhou'd furniſh the fineſt 
Ornaments for the Heads of the Men. | 


All Drefs. Ribbands and Lace are the 
Things without which the French cannot 
live, and tho they are a People of the leaft 
Reflection in the World, are prodigious fond 
of Looking-Glaſſes. Gold and Silver are 
become ſo common, as I have ſaid, that 
they ſhine on the Cloaths of all Sorts of 
People, and immenſe Luxury has confound- 
ed the Maſter with the Servant, and the 
Meaneſt of the Populace with the moſt 
Eminent. Every one wears a Sword, and 
Paris reſembles the Utopia of Sir Thomas 
More, where there is no Diſtinction of Per- 


ſeons. But leſt I ſhould ſeem prolix, I will 


only detain you whilſt I add, that I am 
with the greateſt Sincerity, 


Yours, Ge. 


EET 
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LETTER VI. 


T H I 8 the Revicin o Pleaſore. Lovers 
ſigh not long, Jealouſy torments no 
Body. French Soldiers go to Death for Diver- 
fion, and the Sorrowful never appear in Pub- 
lick. Muſicians ſo abound, from the greateſt 
Lady to the loweſt ſerving Woman, and 
from the fineſt Gentleman to the undermoſt 
„ that every one ſacrifices to Or- 
That is, every one ſings, and more 
in publick Places, and in Gardens, and 
Walks, than in private. A Frenchman lau ghs 
at the Philoſopher, who obſerves, in his Po- 
liticks, that the Poets have never made Ju- 
piter fing, - becauſe. _ thought inging 


= e of a God. 


f 


As Fray 2 * is dear at Paris, fo the 
very Dead pay not a little for the Right to 
be buried; ſo that a Man who gives up the 
Ghoſt is leſs troubled to die, than to fatisfy 
the Phyſician that kills him, and the Curate 
that puts him in the Grave. 


Here the learned are as numerous as 


the Ignorant at Conſtantinople, There are 
ſeve- 


* Academies, 
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ſeveral Academies; where Gentlemen are 
entertain'd in the Study of liberal Know- 
ledge. The two moſt famous, is that for 
the French Language, and the Academy of 
Sciences. The laſt is compos'd of ſeveral 
Philoſophers, who think themſelves more 
enlighten d than the Ancients, and pretend 
to diſcover, every Day, new Myſteries in 
Nature; the other is a Company of ſublime 
Spirits, who teach the Beauties of the 
French Tongue, and who fancy to have 
render'd.that Nation the moſt Eloquent in 
the whole World. The Unzver/ity is allo 
a celebrated Academy, where, the Youth 
are exercis'd in the Principles of natural 
Things; and the Sorbonne a renown'd Se- 
minary, where Theology ſhews how to 
ſpeak of the Myſteries of Religion; and 
from thence, they will have it, iſſue the firſt 
Men in Europe for Learning, and Virtue. 


+ I have heard it ſaid, that their Alchy- 
miſts are as numerous as their Cooks, but 
their Art yields them a very unprofitable 
Knowledge. They are computed at five 
or ſix Thouſand, who muſt be unhappy 
enough, to receive for their Labour and 
Aſſiduity, only Vapour and Smoke, the 
common Recompence obtain'd by the Vo- 


taries to an Art rich in Hopes, liberal in 
| | Pro- 


+ Alchymiſt. 


iT! 


Promiſes” and fertile in Pain and Fatigue ; 
whereof, the Beginning is, to lye ; the Mid- 
dle, to labour; ; and the End, to beg Alms. 


** Bookſellers, and Printers, hold the firſt 
Rank among the Mechanicks. There is 
no City in the World where there are fo 
many new Books, and where the Difficulty 
of getting them to be printed 1s 'greater. 
Many Perſons write on Subjects curious and 
noble ; but they are almoſt all poor. Moral 
Subjects are chiefly the Taſte of the French, 
and they treat of them with great Deli 
cacy. They tranſlate likewiſe, and publiſh 
many Greek, Latin, Italian and Spaniſh Au- 
thors; a fare Sign of the Indigence of 
Writers, the Wealth of Bookſellers, and of 
the Benefit arifing to the Publick from the 
Application of the Men of Letters. The 
Bookſellers grow rich without underſtand- 
ing the Books they fell ; and it is to them 
Quevedo ſays, that they are tormented in 
the next World for other People's Works. 
Adieu my Friend, tho' the Sea divides us 1 
live in Hopes you don't forget me, but will 
ſteal ſome Moment from your Buſinck to 


write to 


Your 2 Servant. 


LE T- 
* Bookſcllers, 7 


Me 15 41 oy 


a q 
” 
3 1 1 —_— * — 
* > Tt b- if 84 * "IN We * er Fo at _——_ —— - 


LETTER VII. 


\WERY Thing is found. at Paik that 
| V can be defir'd, and is found imme- 

diately; and the World furniſhes no Inven- 
tion, to give a Guſt to the Pleaſures of Life, 
that is not practiſed there. The Peripate- 
ticks and the Stoicks never endeavour d fo 
much to reform the Manners, as their Cooks 
ſtudy to gratify the Palate. Every Day 
new Sauces, and new. Ragoos ; and the 
French, tired with uſual Fare, have found 
the Way to mollify the bare Bones of Ani- 
mals, and to make delicious Meſſes of them. 
It is dear living, tho? in fo plentiful a Place. 
The Bread is good, it is white, and well 
made ; and a fingle Loaf is ſometimes ſo 
big, that it ſuffices a whole Family for 
ſeveral Days; which made a Drole ſay, 
That if ſuch great Loaves had been in Uſe 
in Fudea in the Time of Meffias, the five 

thouſand Jews who fed on them, wou'd have 
been more aſtoniſhed at the Oven, than the 
Miracle. 


"Herald, tho in a City ſo abound- 
ing, who has nothing, can have nothing ; ; 
that is to ſay, that Fire and Water are inter- 

F dicted 


EE 


dicted to thoſe who have no W as they 
were to Criminals among the Romans. I 
do not think there can be a Hell upon Earth 
more terrible than to be poor at Paris, to 
ſee Oneſelf continually in the Center of all 
Pleaſures, without the Power to taſte any of 
them. Amicdſt all this great Plenty, are 
ſern an infinite Number of miſerable Ob- 
jects; who beg in a Tone, as if they ſung ; 

they ſeem frozen with Cold in the Winter; 
and in the Spring, they e you with 
Flowers, lame e 0p __ 


Few here have any Faith in chunt. 
ments, or Sorceries, and ſeldom in the Poſ- 
ſeſs d. Adultery paſſes for ' Gallantry ; 
even with the Huſbands; who quietly ſee 
Love made to their Wives < And they are 
in the Right; it is a great Folly in the je- 
lous Tallans to . their Honour in ſo 


inne, 


Eve Tig is ſold, excep the Mie 0 
kee ret; Bw French „That is the 
Buffaeſs of a Confeſſor; and that” as for 
themſelves, they only conceal Things that 
are of no Moment, and not committed to 
them as Secrets, and of which therefore 
they have no Itch to talk. | 


* Galantry, 
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zh Courteſy is more ſtudied in France, 
than, in China. It is practiſed very politely 
among Perſons of Quality, the Citizens mix 
 AﬀeRation with it; and — Vulgar perform 
it very groſly; every one makes an Art of 
it according to his own Manner; there are 
Maſters who teach it, and one Day lately 
I met a Woman in the Street, genteel 
enough in her Appearance, who offer d her- 
ſelf to ſell me Compliments, and to let me 
have a good — of them. This Wo- 
man, and ſuch as ſhe, goes about to their 
HFouſes; ſhe there diſplays her Merchan- 
dize, and gets a Livelybood by it. 


| Strangers are much careſs'd ; they come 
hither from all Parts of the World, to ſee the 
King, who is handſome and polite, and would 
look the fine Gentleman in private Life; but 
from the Strength of his own Paſſion for 
falſe Glory, and the Adulation of his Cour- 
tiers, is ſo immeaſurably ambitious, as to 
be a Scourge to his Neighbours, and the In- 
ſtrument of much  Perplexity to himſelf, 
ever occupied in extending his Views, 
r. fat & nefas, towards the univerſal 
Monarchy of this Quarter of the Globe. 
Thoſe Strangers, at the ſame Time that 
they come hither to contemplate the Gran- 
„„ dens 


* Courteſy. 
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deur of this Monarch, or to penetrate his 
Deſigns, enjoy all the Delights that can 
flatter the Senſes ; but as the King loves no 
Scents, that of Smelling is left out of the 
Number ; every one thinks himſelf oblig'd 
to hate Sweets, and the Ladies die away at 
the Sight of a Flower. Thus the moſt de- 
licate Perſonages are denied the Gratifica- 
tion of Odours, which the 1talrans and Spa- 
mards, and all the Nations of Alia are ſo 
very fond of, Beſides, being depriv'd of 
that Antidote, they are continually devour'd 
by the poiſonous Smells of the Streets, and 
the Stench of the Sewers which wou'd float 
the Ship of Ptolomy. : 


There are many Maſters who teach the 

foreign Languages, The Italian, and Spa- 
aſh, are more in Faſhion than the others, 
and have many Diſciples. The Ladies 
eſpecially, curious to underſtand thoſe two 
Tongues, and to ſpeak them accurately, 
ſpare not their Pains, and they ſucceed. 
Hiſtory, and the great Events of the World, 
are written here with much Exactneſs. 


They repreſent even on their Almanacks all 


the Battles and Conqueſts of Towns, and 
all conſiderable Actions that paſs by Sea or 
Land; and Care is taken to embelliſh that 
Repreſentation. with ſeveral Devices and ſig- 
nificant Figures. 

Every 


[45 ] 


Every Year, in their Lent, there is a 
mri Fair "held, called the Fair of 
St. Germains, It is kept in a ſpacious Place, 
which they fill with Shops, where an ft 
nite Number of Tradeſmen expoſe to Sale 
the fineſt, and richeſt Goods that are made, 
or to be met with in this great City. 
There likewiſe are to be had- all Sorts of 
Liquors for the inferior Rank of People, 
Wines and Confectionary; and all Kinds of 
valuable Houſhold- ſtuff. All the Town 
flock thither; but rather for Diverſion, 
than to buy, The craftieſt Lovers, the 
prettieſt Wenches, and the moſt dexterous 
Pick-pockets, make in it a continual Crowd ; 
there is no Stealth of the Heart, or filching 
of the Purſe, but is practisꝰd there ; and, 
as the Concourſe is al ways great and con- 
ſtant, Adventures ſingular enough in Thefts, 
and Gallantries, frequently fall out. T he 


Purſes have the ſame Deſtiny with the Souls 


of Pytbagoras, they paſs from one to an- 
other by an inviſible Tranſmigration. For- 
merly the King came thither; but at pre- 


ſent has diſus d it. The chief Diverſion is 


at Night; when a vaſt Number of Lights, 
reng'd in all the Shops, render the Fair more 
brilliant, and more magnificent, conceal 
better the Flaws in the Ladies Faces, and 

give 


* Fair of St. Germains. 
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give to other Pleaſures a Reliſh more deli- 
. and more agreeable, 4 


'* The Invention to illuminate Paris, 
durmg 
2 that Nations the moſt diſtant ſhould 
come and ſee what. the Greeks and Romans 
never thought of in the Polity of their Com- 

monwealths. The Candles inclofed in Lant- 

horns of Glaſs, ſuſpended in the Air, and 


at equal Diſtance, are plac'd in admirable 


Order; they are lighted up at once, and 


burn the whole Night. This Sight has fo 


fine an Effect, and is ſo well-deſign'd, that 
Archimedes himſelf, was he now living, 


could add nothing to it more pleaſing, and 


more uſeful. Theſe nocturnal Fires are an 
extreme Benefit to all People, they contri- 
bare to the publick Safety, which is ſo 
much the publick Care, that, beſides that 
Security, ſeveral Bands of Perſons, ſome on 
Foot, and others on Horſeback, patrole 
throughout the Night over all the Town, to 
prevent Murders, Robberies, and Diſorders 

of all Kinds, which formerly were com- 
mitted with Impunity, under Covert of the 
Darkneſs. This is what makes Paris, 
if you will except the terrible Noiſe of it, 


Night and wing the ſafeſt and pleaſanteſt 
great 


E Lights in. the Night-time. 


the Night by an Infinity of Lights, 


- RY 
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great City in the Univerſe. No more now, 
but that I wiſh you here, which would 
be the 8 Satbfaetten w £55; 


Your F ti Ge. ; 
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* F Return to the fine Garden of the 
- Twilliers, the Beauty whereof charms 
the very Blind, who take their Walks there 
every Day of the Summer. As it is form'd 
for the Delight of : thoſe who think them- 
ſelves' 4 great People, Art has done its ut- 
moſt to make it worthy of Perſonages of 
the higheſt Condition, who reſort to it; of 
a great Number of fine Ladies, who adorn 
it; and of a vaſt Concourſe of Gentlemen, 
who ſo frequently walk there. An Admif- 
to it is prohibited to the Footmen, and 
Mob; it is very ſpacious, and capable to 
contain Multitudes at a Time, is ſituated on 
the Bank of the Seine; and the Proſpect of 


that River, of the Hills, and adjacent 


Plains, greatly heightens its Beauty and Al- 
lurements. - The large Walks under- num- 


berleſs Trees that yield a reiraſbing Shade, 


invite 
* The Tuilliers. 
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invite to partake of its Pleaſures, and when 
weary» of Walking, tare are ſeveral Seats, 
every where, to reſt on; and Lawns, La- 
byrinths, and ee of freſh Graſs to re- 
tire to, as to a delicious Solitude, 


In Dreſs, is ſeen all that Luxury can de- 
viſe,” to affect, and captivate : The Ladies 
with Faſhions always new, with their At- 
tire, their Ribbons, their Jewels, and the 
agrecable Manner of dreſſing themſelves, 
ſhew, in Tiſſues of Gold and Silver, Geir 
continual Applicationto Dy their Mag- 
nificence. 


The Men, on their Far; as vain as the 
Women, with their Feathers, Sword-knots, 
and flaxen Perriwigs, flock thither to endea- 
vour to pleaſe, and to ſurpriſe Hearts; but 
are often made Captives themſelves ; for 
there want not Diana's who charm the En- 
dymions. In this Place, ſo delightful, they 
rally, they-talk of Love, of News, of Bu- 
ſineſs, and of War; they decide, criticize, 
diſpute, and deceive one another; and that 
Way every one diverts himſelf. In the 
Spring, various Sorts of Flowers regale the 
Eye; and in the Summer, the Nightingales 
k Dem there to have choſe their Abode, in 
their melodious Notes fins out their 


Loves, and plaintive 1 Not one 
ſor- 


n 
ö 
— 
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Marble Statues, the Eye would be ſtill bet- 
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ſorrowful Countenance is ſeen ; there, re- 


mov'd from Noiſe, all are gay and tranquil, 


SubjeR heard in their Con- 
1e would imagine, it was in 


this Rotreat, where Armide came to diſarm 
her Renaldus; and to rivet him in her Chains. 


This romantick Place is maintain'd at 


the Charge of the King; and no Care is 
forgot to render it delightful; The Kin 


has plac'd over it a Governor, with ſevera 


ſubaltern Officers ; and its Gates are always 


guarded, —— If it was decorated with a 


Quantity of Water, and ſome fine 


ter pleas d, and have nothing to wiſh for. 


P never have any where ſeen ſo many 
Ahe, and who more willingly wear the 
ſhort Garment, little Band, and white Wig. 
ndeed, they are a fingular Ornament of 
Parts, 2 the Refuge of the diſconſolate 
Fair. As they have ſprightly Wit, their 
Converſation is the more agreeable, and the 
more defir'd; I have found among them, 
ſome, moſFobligitig, civil, and diſcreet,” It 
were to be wiſſrd that the Multitude of them 
were leſſen' d, by cutting off from this Rank, 


all thoſe who have their Abheys in the Con- 


clave of the Moon, and imaginary Places. 


8 | _ "TR 
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Tho- ha Men are ieee * ingent= 
ous in their Buſineſs, the Women never- 
theleſs do Half the Work. The handſom- 
eft of theſe attend in the Shops to draw in 
Chapmen; as they are extremely well. 
dreſt, have harmonious Voices, and ſpeech: 
it artfully, they ſeldom fail, as I have ſaid, 
to cajole us out of our Money, tho we 
* have no na to 0 buy. el 


* On the Pout-neuf are met with dom m- 
bers of People giving away little, Bills; 
ſome to replace loſt Teeth, others, to 
make Glaſs Eyes; and ſome. of them to 
cure the Incurable ; this, pretends to have 

diſcover'd the hidden Virtue of the Powder 
of ſome precious Stone, to beautify, and 
brighten the Com plexion ; ; that, aſſures you 
15 Say makes the old young again ; others take 
the Wrinkles from the Forehead, and Eyes; 
and make wooden Legs, to repair thoſe car- 
ried away by the Bombs. In fine, every one 
has ſo ſtrong and conſtant a Diſpoſition to be 
doing ſomething, that the Devil cannot 
tempt any one, but on Holy-days and Sun- 
days. Farewel. May Virtue be your 
Guide, and Fortune your Attendant. 


LET. 


* Quack, 
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2 S the French have found the Secret 

7 of impenetrable oyl Skins, they 
laugh at Drowning ; the Time is come of 
walking on the Sea, and on great Rivers, 
ſecurely, and without the Help of the Cloak 
of Elias. A Man clad in thoſe Skins, is 
carried on the Top of the Water, without 
wetting himſelf ; and that Experiment has 
been ſo often ſeen, that no one any more 
wonders at it. 


+ Would you be a Man of Condition 
and Honour, at Paris for fix Months only, 
and afterwards become a Villain ? Change 
your Lodgings, and no Mortal will know 
ou. Would you live there unknown all 
your Life? Go and lodge in a Houſe where 
there are eight or ten Families, he who 
lives neareſt you ſhall be the laſt that knows 
who you are, Have you a Mind to be, to- 
G 2 Day, 


* This hints at a Virtuoſo, more curious than wiſe, 
who invented a Sort of Machinery for walking on, or 
rather in, the Water, Part of which was oyl Skin ; 
but anſwering no End, was ſoon ridicul'd and ex- 


xfoded. | 
7 Liberty at Paris. 


F827 
Day, cover'd with Gold Lace, and, to- 
Morrow to put on Linſey-Woolfy | No 
Body will diſcern it, and you may go the 
City through ke a . or a Scoun- 
drel. 


3 


1 have den one Sy 


produce ſixty-five Marriages, —-Ilt is ſa 
there are here about four thouſand Sellers of 
Oyſters ; that, every Day, are eaten fifteen 
hundred large Oxen, and more- than fixteen 
thouſand Sheep, Calves: or Hogs, beſides 
an immenſe Quantity of Poultry, and Wild- 
youu ——— The People expend a Million, 
Year, for their Diverſion at the Opera, 
ha other Theatres. They reckon there 
are fifty thouſand Houſes, in each of which 
the Inhabitants are ſo numerous, that they 
are filled from the Garret to the Cellar ; 
they likewiſe count five hundred greatStreets, 


Squares, many. Markets, ſeventeen Gates, 
nine Bridges, as many Suburbs, and more 
than thirty Hoſpitals. There are a Multitude 


of Churches, and Colleges, many Libra- 
ties, publick and private, and — — of 


Cabinets, rich, and curious, adorn'd with 
Medals, and Paintings, and fill'd with = 
fineſt Rarities in OW. 3 . 
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beſides an infinite Number of little ones, ten 


my >= ty wi. 


b 


„ e r co> . 


1 


1 


od is not the Cuſtom here to lend any 
Thing, - and it is ſometimes a Kind of an 


Affront to offer to lend Money, or to bor- 
row it. They never proffer Lodgings in 
their Houſes to en nor even to their 
Friends. 


There i is in every Quarter of the Town a 
Magiſtrate, call'd a Commiſfary, who de- 
termines, on the Spot, little Diſputes, and 
prevents Wrangling and Differences, 


None who is not a Frenchman could bear 
to ſee Men comb publickly in the Streets, 
or the Women carrying little Mirrours in 
their Hands, (as is often the Practice of both) 
and the laſt going maſk'd at all Times of 
the Year. The Youth divert themſelves by 
all bodily Exerciſes, eſpecially at Tennis, in 
a- cloſe cover'd Place ; the old Men paſs the 
Time, as they call it, at Dice, Cards, or 
telling News; and the Women play more 
commonly than the Men; but however 
make Abundance of Viſits, and are con- 
ſtantly at the Theatres. 


What is uſual at Paris, is a World of 
Promiſes, and not one of them perform'd ; 
Favours receiv'd, and Pleaſure in forgetting 
them; many Fools in the Streets, and ſome 
kept 


e at Home; but * which is rarely 
ſeen, is, Modeſty, and Prudence ; thoſe are 


look'd on as Qualities of the Idle, Dull, 


and Old; very rare it is to find any one 


baſhful and ſcrupulous : But what is never 
found, and what one would moſt ardently 


wiſh for. is Quiet, a 2 . and a 
anful F riend. 


s the Reſt, eee Tea ea, and 


Coffee are much in Faſhion; 'but Coffee is 


nes br to the other two, as a Remedy 


y hold to be ſovereign againſt Melan- 


ruth and Lowneſs of Spirits; ſo a Lady, 
lately, hearing that her Huſband had been 
kill'd in Battle, Ah! unhappy Creature 
that Tam”! ſays ſhe, ce quick, ſome 


Body bring me ſome Coffee” ; and ſhe 


was vp para comforted. 


* Some Days ago, 1 could not tell whe- 


ther it was ſtil the Faſhion to eat Bread; 

the Perſon who went to buy me ſome, came 
back and told me, that the twiſted Loaves, 
the Bread I moſt lik'd, were- no longer the 
Mode. - — The Mode is the true De- 
vil that always torments this Nation; fo 
far, that they no more even love. the Wo- 


= Variableneſs of the Faſhionw 
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men as they did formerly ; and the more 
diſſolute would look on the moſt tender At- 
tachments as a Crime. Cravats have 
been wore ſo ſhort, that they could ſcarcely 
be ſeen; at preſent they are ty'd to the 
Neck, and hang down like Bolognia Sau- 
ſages. They no more wear Swords, 
but Scimeters. — The Boulonne Dogs, at 
this Time, are thought ugly, and inſup- 
portable, and none are liked now, but thoſe 
that have the Muzzle of a Wolf, and 

crop'd Ears; and the uglier they are, the 
more they are honour'd with Kiſſes and Ca- 
reſſes. Perriwigs have alſo their Mode; 
they were heretofore made in the French 
Manner, now they are worn in the Spa- 
ni ſb. And, in fine, few Things are here 
eſteem'd valuable, if not new, for Va- 
riety is the chief Purſuit of this fickle Na- 


tion. 


My dear Friend, from our Sentiments of 
Benevolence to all the Race of Men, let us 
heartily pray to God, that he may give to 
this People the Spirit of Peace, and that the 
Martial Fury that influences it, may change 
itſelf into that ſalutary Mode that will bring 
Repoſe and Tranquillity to all Europe. 
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